
! In an effort to improve the drainage for the neighborhood, the 

city has devised a solution to redirect storm water runoff.  At the 

October board meeting, Mr. Mark Gardemal, Assistant Director 

of Public Works for Pasadena, and Mr. Steve Sparks, design engineer with H. 

R. Green," shared the city's plans to install a 1,300-foot long, 48-inch drain 

pipe starting north of Charles Street at the intersection of El Jardin Drive.  

The new drainage will take runoff from the northern part of the 

neighborhood and pass it to the bay rather than channeling it 4,000 feet 

down Charles Ditch.  The pipe will be placed under the existing ditch, which 

will be rebuilt after the pipe is installed.  The pipe will be directed to drain in 

the rock riprap area of the beach and at a drainage elevation that is one foot 

below the mean high tide elevation. It will drop seven feet in its run to the 

bay, and a backflow preventer will help keep seawater from flowing back up 

the pipe during high tide and storm events.

! The project will be financed by the Texas Department of Rural Affairs.  It 

has received its approval from the Texas General Land Office and the Army 

Corps of Engineers wetland clearance and is awaiting environmental 

clearance. Groundbreaking is expected to occur in the spring.  The project is 

expected to last for 6 months, with completion scheduled by the end of 

2011.

! Also, the City of Pasadena has under design a new Groundwater Storage 

Tank and Well Site Improvements to rehabilitate and restore the facility at 

Donald Street and El Jardin Drive. Drew Barclay, design engineer with Brooks 

and Sparks Engineers, indicates the facility will be able to provide and 

replenish 150,000 gallons of potable water to area residents during storm 

events and power outages."
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Drainage and Water Improvements Coming to El Jardin 

By: Wyatt McCormack Important Contacts

Emergencies   911

ActionLine

713-475-5555

Non-emergency Police

713-475-5568

Public Works

713-475-7836

Animal Rescue & Assistance

281-991-0602

Pasadena City Hall

713-477-1511

Emergency Preparedness

713-475-5588

Pasadena Recycling

713-922-1000

City of Pasadena Website

www.ci.pasadena.tx.us

Please recycle 
this newsletter!



A Little of This and a Little of That                                         By: Sue Hays

We have not had anyone who has volunteered for the chairman position for 
Bayfest for several years.  The first year we had no chairman.  Jim Graves, the 
president at that time, stated that the EJCA board would put on the event.  
Since that time the EJCA officers and board members have organized Bayfest.  
These folks donate a lot of time making phone calls, buying supplies, and 
attending planning meetings to make Bayfest a reality.

Volunteers are also key to pulling off such a great event.  You are the the 
reason we can put on Bayfest.  A big thanks goes out to the volunteers who 
signed up for one shift and stayed for extra shifts.  

I have a friend who cannot believe that we do not have all the volunteer spots 
filled before Bayfest starts.  I tried to explain that we have people who walk 
up and ask what they can do to help so we give them a spot to volunteer. 

The cake walk is our biggest money-making booth at Bayfest.  This is because 
y’all provide all the cakes so every ticket sold is all profit!  This is also true for 
the ring toss with the one-liter soda donations.  Kit Cheery is responsible for 
all the calls that result in getting cakes and liter soft drinks donated.  

I am not sure if you know about the “Iron Lady” who sells tickets in the food 
booth.  Jean Platzer works from the start of Bayfest to the end of Bayfest.  She 
has sold tickets for several years and if I tried to tell her that she was only 
needed for a two-hour shift her feelings would be hurt.  Jean has others who 
work with her but she is always at her post.  

There are many others who work hard leading up to as well as the day of 
Bayfest and we want to give you a special thank you!

I have what I think is great news!  Four of Tookie’s most favorite burgers have been replicated at a new 
restaurant.  The new place is Stomp’s Burger Joint located at 3107 Hwy 146 in Bacliff.   The place is not 
very large so you need to look close.  It is on the bay side of 146 and if you get to La Brisa you have gone 
too far south.   The burgers have new names but taste just as good.   The patties are handmade from fresh 
(never frozen) ground beef from a local meat market.  Another bonus for me is that the onion rings are 
great!  They also have great sounding jalapeno cheese hot dogs!

Santa is coming to El Jardin!  He will be arriving on our fire truck in the late afternoon on 
Saturday, December 18.  He has enough candy for both the children and the adults.

If it were not for the industries on Port Road, our profit at Bayfest would be greatly reduced.  With the 
donations from the industries (including the new industry that will start build out in early 2011) almost all 
of our expenses are covered for putting on Bayfest.  This means that most of money raised at Bayfest is 
profit.  Also, the Houston Rodeo Speakers Committee furnishes all the clowns, animals, and the one-act 
play at no cost to us!  We owe a big thank you to all of them!

Thank You to Bayfest Volunteers                    By: Sue Hays



Dry Skin Care         By: Melissa ConklingTreasurer’s Chest
By: Wyatt McCormack

Bayfest Recap

Bayfest was a huge success! "

Thank you to all the volunteers 

who made the event possible. "

We netted almost $6,700.

Lawnmower Funds

We received matching funds 

from Pasadena for a commercial 

lawnmower purchased last year. 

It took a bit of community effort 

to keep the reimbursement on 

top of the agenda of Pasadena 

government employees.  

EJCA Investments 

The community association has 

sold out of its investment in a 

Virtus mutual fund to reinvest 

the assets in the same bond and 

equity investments but at a lower 

cost using Vanguard Exchange 

Traded Funds (ETFs). Please see 

some of the back issues of the 

EJCA newsletter for more 

information on the advantage of 

index investing and ETFs.

Now that winter and drier air 
are here, it is essential to follow 
dry skin care and keep it well 
moisturized and hydrated to 
prevent premature age lines and 
wrinkles.

Dry skin tends to get 
worse during winter.  
The effects of drying 
can be reduced by 
u s i n g a g o o d 
moisturizer that will 
replenish the parched 

skin with sufficient moisture.  
You can add oils to your bath 
water to nourish and penetrate 
the skin.  Though a long warm 
soak can be very inviting at the 
end of a tiring day, it can strip 
the skin of its moisturizing fats 
or lipids.  Avoid harsh soaps and 
alcohol-based products such as 
astringents. Rejuvenate your 
dry skin with rich night creams 
containing moisturizing agents.

Creams containing retinoid may 
h e l p r e d u c e p r e m a t u r e 
wrinkling and development of 
age spots . Night creams 
containing Alpha Hydroxy Acids 
(AHAs) contain derivatives 
obtained from milk, fruit and 
sugarcane. They gently exfoliate  
the dry layer of the skin and 
reveal a more moisturized 
layer. Get rid of the dull flaky 
look. 

Dry skin needs to be gently 
c l e a n s e d a n d r e g u l a r l y 
st imulated with massage .    
Harsh soaps will wash away the 
natural oils that protect the 
skin.  If you have dry skin, then  
moisturizer is a must-have on 
your cosmetic table.  

A moisturizer can increase the 
water content in the outer 
layers of the skin, lending it a 
soft and moist look.  Apply it 
g e n e r o u s l y o n a r e a s 
surrounding the eyes and 
mouth where crow’s feet make 
their first ugly appearance.  
Moisturizers are available as 
ointments, creams or lotions.  
Lotions for dry skin have high 
water content and do not leave 
a greasy film on the skin. 
Ointments and creams for dry 
skin care are usually lanolin 
based. 

Remember your lips!  Peeled 
and cracked lips are not a 
pleasant sight.  Rubbing your 
l ips with a soothing and 
moisturizing balm can keep 
them soft and supple and 
kissable.  Soaps containing olive 
or almond or avocado oil work 
best with dry skin. Avoid the 
use of creams and 
soaps made from 
hydrogenated oils 
as they can result 
in dryness. 

An essential routine in dry skin 
care is to exfoliate your skin 
and thereby stimulate the skin 
and remove dead cells. But do 
not embark on over zealous 
scrubbing as it can strip the skin 
of some essential lipids.

Melissa, Independent Skincare 
C o n s u l t a n t w i t h Nu S k i n 
Enterprises, has been a resident of 
El Jardin for 7 years and has 
worked in the skincare industry for 
8 y e a r s . C o n t a c t h e r a t 
281-701-9743 for skincare 
questions or concerns.

Thank you to 

Wyatt McCormack & 

Carl Schmidt for 

installing a new service 

ramp at the Weis House. 



Golf Cart Rules, Maintenance, and Fun                                  By: Rick Carroll

Many of us don’t have fences in El Jardin, which means that many residents rely on tethering their dogs to keep 
them from running away.  Be mindful that there are stipulations in Texas regarding tethering of dogs. 

The Texas Anti-Tethering Law took effect in September of 2007.  This law makes it illegal under some conditions 
to leave a dog chained or tethered between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.  It also stipulates that a dog cannot 
be chained for longer than 3 hours in a 24 hour period, when the temperature is below 32 degrees, or when 
there is a heat advisory or a tornado warning.  The law also addresses the length of the tether (it must be five 
times the length of the dog) and the types of collars that can be used.  For example, the law prohibits the use of a 
pinch collar when used in conjunction with a tether, because it limits the dog’s ability to move about comfortably.  
The Texas Human Legislation website states, “With no escape from danger, chained dogs feel vulnerable and often 
become aggressive as a means of defense.  In fact, a chained dog is three times more likely to bite than a dog that 
enjoys humane living conditions, good care and adequate socialization.”

In addition to the Anti-Tethering Law, Texas Penal Code Chapter 42 addresses cruelty to animals.  Among several 
other offenses, the code makes it a Class A Misdemeanor when a person fails to provide necessary food, 

care, or shelter for an animal in the person's custody.  A dog must have access to cover from the 

elements, as well as food and water.  An individual found guilty of a Class A misdemeanor can be punished with a 
fine not to exceed $4,000, confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one year,"or both a fine and confinement.

If you know of someone violating the anti-tethering law or neglecting 
an animal, please contact Pasadena Animal Rescue and Assistance at 
281-991-0602.  For more information about owning pets in the City 
of Pasadena, please visit: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.tx.us/cityservices.htm#pets. 

"The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by 
the way its animals are treated."
! ! ! ! - Mahatma Gandhi

! Golf carts are nice to have in our bayside community.  There is a lot to think about when operating your cart. 
First and foremost is safety.

! All golf carts must have lights if driving at night.  Police officers have informed me that no unlicensed drivers are 
allowed to operate any battery or motorized vehicles, including golf carts, 3- or 4-wheelers on city streets.  This is up 
to the vehicle owner to enforce.  

! As golf cart operators we must obey traffic signs, be courteous to other vehicles on the street.  Just pull over.  All 
vehicles, battery and or motorized should stay off the beach, except with permission during special events.

! We must also keep up with the maintenance on our golf carts.  Battery water should be checked at least every 
two weeks.  Remember to use only distilled water in the batteries.  We do have a local golf cart sales, parts and 
service store on Hwy 146 towards Baycliff.

! The fun part of having a golf cart is a quiet ride around our community, security for the people, visiting with each 
other, and driving down to the waterfront to watch the activity on the water or a sunset or sunrise.  We should all 
take advantage of our view.

! I would like to thank Melissa Conkling for her neighborhood watch detail on November 17th.     

! In closing, Christmas is just around the corner and this year we would like all golf carts to be decorated with 
Christmas decorations and follow Santa on the fire truck. I’m not sure what we will throw, but I will post more 
information in an e-mail and at Red’s.

Tethering Your Dog: Know the Law                                       By: Stephanie Schottel

Please walk your 
dog on a 
leash!



Have Your Cats and the Strays You Feed 
Spayed or Neutered            By: Stephanie Schottel

Deer Visitors & Gardens
By: Candice McCormack

You may have noticed that the deer 

that are often on Todville have made 

their way into the neighborhood.  If 

your flower gardens are suffering, 

here are some suggestions for plants 

that deer do not prefer (at least 

according to the internet):

• Plumbago,

• Amaryllis,

• Luzon viburnum,

• Periwinkle vinca,

• Wright’s desert honeysuckle,

• Purple poppymallow,

• Butterfly milkweed,

• Hinckley’s golden columbine,

• and it has been suggested that if 

you l ine your gardens with 

rosemary plants, the deer won’t 

cross that line.

Stray cats are everywhere in our neighborhood.  And feeding strays 

without getting them spayed or neutered does not do them any favors; it 

just exacerbates the overpopulation problem.  An average" cat" has 1-8 

kittens per litter, and 2-3 litters per"year.  You do the math.  “So what?” you 

might be asking.  Or, maybe you’re thinking, “My cat is a male so I will never 

have to worry about kittens.”  Here’s the harm:

Kittens and cats without homes and care die slow deaths.  They get flea 

infestations which lead to anemia (fleas suck blood, remember?), worms 

(which steal nutrition), and mange (skin irritation and hair loss).  Whether 

from fleas or malnutrition or both, they waste away over time.

Baby kittens and adult cats become snacks for prey-driven dogs (and we 

have no end of off-leash dogs in our neighborhood).  I’ve heard the stories 

from neighbors, and death by dog is a cruel way to die.

They get hit by cars.  We’ve all seen the carnage in our neighborhood.  

And death by car is not always instantaneous.  I’ve sat with dying animals on 

the side of the road that had to be taken to the vet later to be euthanized. 

Homeless cats (and other non-vaccinated cats) can carry two highly 

transmittable diseases – Feline Leukemia and Feline Immunodeficiency 

Virus. Without proper care, cats with these diseases can suffer from a long 

list of miserable symptoms. 

Stray cats can become the subject of abuse, whether it is at the hands of 

bored kids or unstable adults. 

I f yo u re g u l a r l y f e e d s t r ay s , P L E A S E c o n t a c t m e a t 

sschottel@comcast.net or visit http://www.cap4pets.org/programs/feral-cats 

(the Feral Cat Assistance Program webpage) to get assistance in getting 

them spayed or neutered. 

On the Lighter Side...
! A Texan dies and goes to Hell.  While down there the devil notices that the Texan is not suffering like the rest.  He 
checks the gauges and sees that it's 100 degrees and about 80% humidity.  So he goes over to the Texan"and asks why 
he's so happy.  The Texan says, "I really like it here. The temperature is just like Dallas in June."

! The devil isn't happy with the Texan's answer and decides to fix him, so he goes over and turns up the"thermostat 
to 120 degrees and the humidity to 90%.  He then finds the Texan standing around unbuttoning his shirt, still as happy 
as can be.  The devil quizzes the Texan again as to why he's so happy.  "This is even better. It's like Houston in July."

! The devil, now really upset, decides to make the Texan understand that Hell is no paradise.  He walks over to the 
controls and turns the heat up to 140 degrees and the humidity to 100%.  "Now let's see what the Texan is up to," he 
thinks.  The devil finds him taking his shirt off, basking in the heat, even happier than before.  The devil asks the Texan 
why he's happy now.  The Texan replies, "This is great!  It's just like Brownsville in August."

! The devil says, "That's it! I'll get this guy."  He walks over and turns the temperature down to a freezing 25 
degrees below zero.  "Now let's see what the Texan has to say about this," the devil thinks to himself. He looks 
around and finds the Texan jumping up and down for joy.  "What now!?" exclaims the devil.  Still excited, the Texan 
replies, "The Texans have finally won the Super Bowl!"

Go green!  
To get your newsletter e-mailed 

to you, send a request to:

eljardindelmar@ymail.com



  D & T Services
     “No Job’s Too Small”

 Daniel Platz                          713-447-0027
 Seabrook, Texas          dlplatz@hotmail.com

  Historically, many cultures thought that people could affect the luck 

they would have throughout the coming year by what they did or ate 

on January 1st. For that reason, people commonly celebrate the first 

few minutes of a new year with family and friends.  It was once 

thought that the first visitor on New Year's Day would bring either 

good or bad luck the rest of the year (with a dark-haired man being a 

good sign).

  Traditional New Year foods are also thought to bring luck.  Many 

parts of the U.S. celebrate by consuming black-eyed peas, often with 

ham.  The hog, and thus its meat, symbolizes prosperity. Cabbage is also 

considered a sign of prosperity as its leaves are representative of paper 

money.  Try this recipe for both luck and prosperity.  Happy 2011!

Stewed Black-Eyed Peas with Ham Hock

courtesy of Emeril Lagasse                    serves 6-8

2 tablespoons olive oil

1 cup chopped onions

2 tablespoons minced garlic

2 bay leaves

2 ham hocks, about 6 ounces each

1 pound dried black-eyed peas

2 quarts chicken stock 

Salt and pepper

In a 1 gallon stock pot, heat the olive oil. Add the onions and saute for 

2 minutes. Stir in the garlic, bay leaves, and ham hocks. Season with salt 

and pepper.  Add the black-eyed peas and chicken stock. Bring the 

liquid up to a boil, cover and reduce to a simmer. Simmer the peas for 

about 45 minutes to 1 hour, or until the peas are tender. Remove the 

ham hocks from the pot and de-bone.  Add the meat back to the peas 

and re-season if necessary.

Stephanie Schottel

Licensed Real Estate Agent 

(281) 291-7327 

sschottel@comcast.net

www.har.com/stephanieschottel

Luck in the New Year                               By: Candice McCormack

Live in El Jardin & own a small business?  

We’ll run a free business card-sized ad 

for dues-paying EJCA members.  

Send your information to: 

eljardindelmar@ymail.com

2010-2011 EJCA Officers 
Greg Eick, President

Sue Hays, Vice President

Stephanie Schottel, Secretary

Wyatt McCormack, Treasurer

and Board Members
Bob Buddingh

Kit Cherry

Bill Connally

Bill Davis

Jim Graves

Bob Johnson

JJ Lewis

Todd Sampsel

Mary Ann Walker

Happy holidays!



The El Jardin Community Association, a non-profit organization, 

needs your monetary support!

Where does this money go?

• It keeps the common areas (like the parks) maintained.

• It pays for gasoline and tractor maintenance for lawn mowing.

• It pays for the maintenance costs for the playground equipment.

• It keeps the electricity running at the Weis House.

• It gave us our awesome new entrance sign.

Historically, only about 12% of households pay these low annual dues.  Just think of 

what we could do if everyone donated!  Please do your part to help make our 

community the best it can be!

El Jardin Community Association

Membership Registration

P.O. Box 1115

Seabrook, Texas 77586

Dues:! $35.00 per year for June 1, 2010 - May 31, 2011

Name(s): ! ___________________________________________________________

!  ! ___________________________________________________________

Address:! ___________________________________________________________

! ! ___________________________________________________________

Phone! ! ___________________! E-mail! ________________________________

I am a: !! ______ Property Owner! ______ Rental Resident

Would you prefer to have your newsletter e-mailed?   ______  Yes    ______ No
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El Jardin del Mar
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El Jardin del Mar is a 
village on Galveston Bay 
just north of Seabrook.  

It sits on land that 
was once part of 

William Plunkett Harris’s 
Red Bluff Ranch.  

It is a wonderful, restful place
 to live in the southeastern 

part of Harris County.

Please visit us on the Web at
www.eljardindelmar.org
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