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Toots and Shoots is Coming Again

By: Sue Hays

This will be the Fourth Annual “Toots and Shoots.” If
you are not familiar with this, we have a Three-onThree Basketball Tournament and Chili Cook-off at
Weis Park. It will be held on April 9 starting at 10:00
am. This is a rain or shine event. The teams for the
basketball tournament are formed on site. You do not
need to pre-register for either event--you can just
show up.
The Chili Cook-Off will award trophies this year, and
we will award trophies to the winners for the last three years if we can
remember who the winners were. The main rule for the chili cook-off
is the meat must be uncooked and beans are allowed.
If you do not want to enter either event, then just bring a lawn chair
and come visit with your neighbors. The only thing we provide is the
lunch and water for the basketball players and tables for the cook-off
teams. You must bring anything else you may need.
If you have questions about the basketball
tournament contact Bob Buddingh at
281-474-2343. If you have questions about
the Chili-Cook-Off call Sue Hays at
281-474-7197. We will need judges so
please contact Sue if you are interested.

Join El Jardin del Mar
on Facebook!

For El Jardin events, photos, newsletters
and more, visit www.eljardindelmar.org

Important Contacts
Emergencies 911
ActionLine
713-475-5555
Non-emergency Police
713-475-5568
Public Works
713-475-7836
Animal Rescue & Assistance
281-991-0602
Pasadena City Hall
713-477-1511
Emergency Preparedness
713-475-5588
Pasadena Recycling
713-922-1000
City of Pasadena Website
www.ci.pasadena.tx.us

Please recycle
this newsletter!

Treasurer’s Chest

By: Wyatt McCormack

You Can Become a Member!
The Community Association recently transferred its assets from a
local bank to the Johnson Space Center Federal Credit Union (JSC
FCU) to reduce costs and increase returns. Due to this change in
institutions, now you too can become a member of the credit union if
you are a member of the EJCA.
There are several benefits to membership with a credit union, which
is a not-for-profit, full-service financial institution. The first is that a
credit union is owned and operated by its members, not
shareholders. This reduces the risk-taking for-profit motive and lends
stability to your assets. Then, as a member and owner of a credit
union, you have more of a voice in the direction of the organization.
Finally, you can enjoy many of the same services you receive at a
bank, but usually at a higher rate of return/lower interest cost to you.
These include checking accounts that pay monthly interest with no
service fee; all types of certificate accounts; Individual Retirement
accounts; and the ability to borrow for any need including home
improvement loans, car loans, personal line-of-credit loans and VISA.
If you want to learn more and become a member, call (281)488-7070
to speak with a JSC FCU Member Services representative.

A Little of This and a Little of That

Community Improvements?
By: Candice McCormack
R e c e n t l y, a n e w M a r t i n
birdhouse has been installed at
the bay front park. If you know
anything about who placed the
birdhouse there, please contact
one of the EJCA officers or
board members.
While we all appreciate our
residents taking an interest in
improving the neighborhood,
any additions or changes to the
p u b l i c a re a s n e e d t o b e
approved by the Community
Association. If you have any
ideas regarding improvements,
please come to one of the
meetings to discuss it with the
group.
In this instance, the Community
Association feels that it is
definitely better to ask for
permission rather than beg
forgiveness.

By: Sue Hays

Did you know that it is a Texas law that you must walk facing the oncoming traffic? I heard
the other day that a man in Houston received a ticket for walking on the wrong side of the
road! I do not think you will get a ticket unless you smart off to the police officer. It is a
good idea that you can see the cars that are coming at you so you can react if the cars do not appear to
move to give you room to allow you to share the road. Also, if we all walk in this way then people
walking in two different directions on the same side of the road do not have to pass each other and take
up half of the road when passing each other. Thanks to Don and Karen for informing me of this law.
This is a thank you to the Jacksons who live on the corner of Youpon and Pine for the great ice sculpture
on the nights that it was below 32 degrees. If you did not see this, you missed a great thing. They ran a
water hose up a tree and turned on the water hose and the ice sculpture formed. It was a super way to
get our minds off the ice on the road, but it also let us know that there was ice out there. The ice tree
was a unique surprise as we drove by. Thank you, Jacksons.

Project Wildflower

By: Todd Sampsel

Project Wildflower was conceived by
your EJCA board in an effort to add a bit
of color to the neighborhood. Back in
early November, three pounds of
wildflower seeds were distributed on the
slope of our bay front park. Favorable
weather conditions should help with
seed germination. If successful (i.e., we
see flowers), we might expand to the
neighborhood entrance and Weis Park.
Watch for our first crop to start
showing up in April.
Sorry, no Bluebonnets in this mix. As a general rule, our coastal
weather doesn’t get cold enough to sustain Bluebonnets. If you’re
interested in what we might see this spring, check out this website:
http://shop.wildseedfarms.com/Southeastern-Wildflower-Mix/
productinfo/3339/
As El Jardin del Mar translates to Garden by the Sea, hopefully we will
live up to our name this year!

Save the date!
Bayfest will be held on
October 1, 2011!
Mark your calendars and plan
on attending this fun event.

Weddings & Events
By the Bay
By: Candice McCormack
Would you like to take
advantage of our great waterfront
view by hosting your next event
or a wedding at our park? If you
are an El Jardin resident, you can
use the space for the low price of
EJCA membership dues. That’s
$35! You’d be hard-pressed to
find a better deal.
If you know a non-resident
who would like to use the space,
a $100 fee would be charged to
them.
For residents and nonresidents alike, there will also be a
refundable $200 deposit. This
deposit will be returned to you as
long as you clean up after the
event.
For more information, contact
eljardindelmar@ymail.com

Go green!
To get your newsletter e-mailed
to you, send a request to:
eljardindelmar@ymail.com

On the Lighter Side...
Four high school boys afflicted with spring fever skipped morning
classes. After lunch, they reported to the teacher that they had a flat tire.
Much to their relief, she smiled and said, “Well, you missed a test today
so take seats apart from one another and take out a piece of paper.”
Still smiling, she waited for them to sit down. Then she said, “First
question: Which tire was flat?”

Seabrook Roadway Projects
Several large road projects in Seabrook will
begin in 2011. There will be improvements to
Repsdorph. During the first phase of this
project, Repsdorph from Loch Lake Drive to
NASA Parkway will become a one-way southbound road. This
project will take about a year and a half to complete. Lakeside
Drive is also going to be extended another 700 feet and will be
ready to tie into Repsdorph. This project should only take about
3 months to complete. Finally, there will be a $2.6 million street
rehabiliation project that will involve major reconstruction of
many of the Seabrook streets that were impacted by Hurricane
Ike. This project will begin within the next 3 months.

Welcome

!
2010-2011 EJCA Officers
Greg Eick, President
Sue Hays, Vice President
Stephanie Schottel, Secretary
Wyatt McCormack, Treasurer

Lower Pine Gully Improvement Project

This project involves removing the silt that is currently in the
lower region of Pine Gully, wetland improvements, and a
breakwater structure to prevent future silting. Seabrook and the
Port (along with the Galveston Bay Foundation) are working
together to complete this project. If the Corps of Engineers
issues a permit soon, the project will be completed within the
first 6 months of the year.

El Jardin Drainage and Water Improvements
As mentioned in the Winter 2010 newsletter, the city plans to
install a 1,300-foot long, 48-inch drain pipe starting north of
Charles Street at the intersection of El Jardin Drive. This pipe
will run to the bay where it will have a back flow preventer.
Groundbreaking is expected to occur in the spring. The project
is expected to last for 6 months and be completed by the end of
2011. Also, the City of Pasadena has under design a new
Groundwater Storage Tank and Well Site Improvements to
rehabilitate and restore the facility at Donald Street and El Jardin
Drive.

and Board Members
Bob Buddingh
Kit Cherry
Bill Connally
Bill Davis
Jim Graves
Bob Johnson
JJ Lewis
Todd Sampsel
Mary Ann Walker
Live in El Jardin & own a small business?
We’ll run a free business card-sized ad
for dues-paying EJCA members.
Send your information to:
eljardindelmar@ymail.com

Upcoming EJCA Meetings
EJCA meetings are always the 3rd Monday of the month. They are held at 7:00 pm at
the Weis House.
March Meeting - Come to hear Roger Gunther give an update on the Port of
Houston.
June Meeting - Interested in getting more involved in the community? Come to the
meeting in June to elect new board members and officers.
If you have any ideas for topics or speakers, send them to eljardindelmar@ymail.com.

The El Jardin Community Association, a non-profit organization,
needs your monetary support!
Where does this money go?
• It keeps the common areas (like the parks) maintained.
• It pays for gasoline and tractor maintenance for lawn mowing.
• It pays for the maintenance costs for the playground equipment.
• It keeps the electricity running at the Weis House.
• It gave us our awesome new entrance sign.
Historically, only about 12% of households pay these low annual dues. Just think of
what we could do if everyone donated! Please do your part to help make our
community the best it can be!

El Jardin Community Association
Membership Registration
P.O. Box 1115
Seabrook, Texas 77586
Dues: $35.00 per year for June 1, 2010 - May 31, 2011
Name(s):

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Phone

___________________

E-mail ________________________________

I am a:

______ Property Owner

______ Rental Resident

Would you prefer to have your newsletter e-mailed? ______ Yes

______ No

A publication of:

El Jardin del Mar
Community Association
El Jardin del Mar is a
village on Galveston Bay
just north of Seabrook.
It sits on land that
was once part of
William Plunkett Harris’s
Red Bluff Ranch.
It is a wonderful, restful place
to live in the southeastern
part of Harris County.
Please visit us on the Web at
www.eljardindelmar.org

P.O Box 1115

Seabrook, Texas 77586

Leo vitae diam est luctus, ornare
massa mauris urna, vitae
sodales et ut facilisis dignissim,
imperdiet in diam, lorem ipsum
quisque adipiscing.
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